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r̂oceeiftngs at tije Jileetings of tije &rcfiaeologttal Institute. 

MAT 4, 1855. 

T h e H o n . RICHARD 0 . NEVILLE, F . S . A . , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , in t h e Chair . 

The Rev. CHARLES GRAVES, D.D., Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin, 
delivered a discourse on the sculptured grave-slab, inscribed with Oghams 
on both its edges, found in a cemetery in the island of Bressay, Shetland, 
and exhibited by Dr. Charlton in the Museum of the Institute, at the meet-
ing in Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Representations of this remarkable slab have been given in the Archaeo-
logia iEliana, vol. iv. p. 150.1 The interpretation of the Oghams given by 
Dr. Graves shows that the slab is commemorative of the daughter of 
Nahdfdad, whom be supposes to have been the discoverer of Iceland, about 
the middle of the ninth century, and bears the name of his grandson, desig-
nated as Benre, or the son of the Druid. This interesting memoir will be 
given hereafter. 

Sir JAMES RAMSAY, Bart., gave a notice of the remarkable discovery, in 
1854, of some large beads of blue porcelain, at a considerable depth, in a bog 
in the forest of Alwyth, in Perthshire, on the estates of Sir James, who brought 
the beads for examination. They are seventeen in number, melon-shaped, 
and are coated with the peculiar bright blue glaze commonly seen on beads 
and other ancient objects amongst Egyptian antiquities. There were also 
two highly polished black beads, found in the same place and bearing much 
resemblance to similar reliques found in Egypt. Roman vestiges exist, as 
Sir James observed, in the part of Perthshire where this discovery took 
place ; and the supposition appears probable that the beads may actually 
be of Egyptian manufacture, brought to Scotland by some of the Roman 
legionaries. 

Mr. OCTAVIUS MORGAN gave a short account of the discovery of a 
remarkable mosaic pavement at Caerwent (Venta Silurum), in Monmouth-
shire, in 1777. He produced a coloured representation of this tesselated 
floor, accurately taken at the time when it was found, and preserved at Tre-
degar. The discovery occurred in planting an orchard within the walls of 
the Roman station, and the pavement lay about 2 feet below the surface. 
Mr. Lewis, to whom the site belonged, erected a building over it to ensure 
its preservation; but the pavement is now wholly destroyed, the roof having 
unfortunately become decayed about forty years since and fallen in. The 
floor measured about 21 feet by 18 feet. The design consisted of circular 
compartments, about 3 feet in diameter, surrounded by a border of elegant 
decoration. No representation of this pavement appears to have been pub-
lished, and Mr. Morgan considered it to be deserving of notice, as displaying 

1 See a notice of this slab in "Notes and Queries," vol. xi., p. 285. 
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276 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OF 

certain elements of ornamental design which might be of Celtic character, 
and are dissimilar to the ordinary Roman types. A short notice of the dis-
covery was communicated by Mr. H. Penruddock Wyndham to the Society 
of Antiquaries, and published in the Archasologia, vol. vii. p. 410. The 
precise position of the pavement is indicated in Morrice's Survey of the 
station, given in Coxe's Monmouthshire, vol. i. p. 25, where it is described 
as hastening fast to decay. Mr. Morgan observed, that he proposed, in the 
course of the present year, to commence excavations at Caerwent and to 
examine the structure of which the remains had formed part. 

Mr. H . HARROD communicated the following particulars regarding a 
remarkable deposit of reliques of bronze found about a month previously at 
West Hall, near Halesworth, Suffolk. Numerous Roman remains have 
been found near the spot, where broken pottery of Roman fabrication occurs 
in abundance. The objects brought by Mr. Harrod for the inspection of 
the Society comprised a number of bronze rings, closely resembling in fashion 
and workmanship those found on Polden Hill, Somerset, and the large col-
lection brought to light at Stanwick, Yorkshire, presented to the British 
Museum by the Duke of Northumberland. They are elaborately ornamented 
with stippled or punctured designs, and enriched with small portions of 
opaque enamel in cavities chased on the surface. They had been deposited 
in a singular box or vessel of bronze, which was much decayed. Mr. Harrod 
exhibited part of a thin bronze plate, about 6 inches in diameter, wrought 
with a cruciform ornament, and an animal (a lamb ?) in the centre of the 
cross. He produced also a Roman lamp of bronze with a crescent on its 
handle, and a defaced coin, found close to the deposit above described. Mr. 
Akerman had supposed it to be a coin of Antonine ; Mr. Neville, however, 
thought it might be of Faustina, and he observed that a bronze lamp, orna-
mented in like manner with a crescent, and found at Thornborough, Bucks, 
is now in his museum at Audley End. The bronze rings appear suited for 
horse-furniture or harness ; the largest measure about 3 by 2^ inches. They 
were found in draining at a depth of about 2 feet. They have subsequently 
been purchased for the British Museum. 

A memoir, by Mr. W . S. WALFORD, was read, in explanation of a docu-
ment lately found amongst the Tower Records, being a petition to Edward II. 
by Walter the Marberer of London. (Printed in this volume, p. 137. ) 

Mr. NELSON, secretary of the Institute of British Architects, communi-
cated a notice of a singular discovery at St. Peter's Mancrof't Church, 
Norwich, where, during restorations carried out in 1852, the remains of 
passages had been found under the chancel floor, having earthen jars 
imbedded in the side walls. These vessels, of red ware with a slight glaze 
on the upper part, were laid horizontally about 4 feet apart, their mouths 
being flush with the face of the wall ; they measure 8 inches in height, 
diameter of the mouth about 6 inches. A detailed account had been sub-
mitted to the Institute of British Architects by Mr. S. W . Tracy, under 
whose direction the restorations had been executed ; and his drawings illus-
trative of this remarkable construction, the intention of which had not been 
satisfactorily explained, were brought by Mr. Nelson, with one of the earthen 
jars, for the inspection of the meeting. Mr. Nelson stated that a similar 
discovery of vessels imbedded in masonry had occurred at Fountains Abbey, 
below the level of the floor, in a part of the church where a screen appeared 
to have been constructed at the east end of the nave. One of these vessels 
had been sent to London by the Earl de Grey for examination, and an 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 277 

account of the circumstances connected with the discovery has appeared in 
the Transactions of the Institute of British Architects. Vestiges of a 
similar passage under the chancel-floor, in the side-walls of which several 
one-handled jars, or pitchers, were found imbedded, had been noticed during 
the repairs of St. Nicholas' church, Ipswich ; and a passage of like con-
struction, but without any such vessels in its walls, had occurred in the 
chancel at St. Peter's church, Sudbury. 

Mr. EVELYN P. SHIRLEY, M.P., gave thefollowing account of the crozier 
of the abbots of Fore, co. Westmeath, in the possession of Richard Nugent, 
Esq., son of Christopher Edmund Nugent, Esq., late of Farren-Conneil, in the 
county of Cavan. The crozier, of the peculiar Irish form, was, through 
Mr. Nugent's kindness, exhibited by Mr. Shirley on this occasion. 

" The Abbey of Fore, Four, or Fourre, in Latin Favoria, in Irish, 
Fobhar, was founded for Regular Canons of St. Augustine about the begin-
ning of the 7th century, by St. Fechin, who died A.D. 665, on the 20th of 
January, on which day his festival has been always observed. This 
monastery became famous as a seat of learning and religion for many ages, 
and, according to Usher, was called ' Βciile-na-leabhar,' or the 'Town of 
Books,' or of learning, from the great seminary established there. Ulti-
mately it became a bishop's see ; in the twelfth century it was united to the 
diocese of Meath. In 1209, Walter de Lacy, Lord of Meath, refounded 
the Abbey of Fore for Benedictine monks, brought over by him from the 
abbey of St. Taurin, at Evreux in Normandy, and made it a cell to that, 
since which time this house has been called the Priory of St. Fechin and 
St. Taurin. William Nugent, the last prior of Fore, gave this crozier to 
his kinsman Oliver Nugent, of Enagh, third son of Christopher Nugent·, 
Baron of Delvin, to whom the abbey of Fore was granted by Queen Eliza-
beth, in 1588. From this William it has descended in a direct line to 
Richard Nugent, Esq., the present possessor." 

antiqutttcj) atrtr OTtorfciS nf Strt e^Ijffitteif. 

By Mr. BRACKSTONE.—A remarkable axe-head of stone, found in Stainton 
Dale, near Scarborough, Yorkshire, in January last, by a farm servant who 
was employed in cutting a drain. It was sold by the finder to Mr. Long-
bottom, a lapidary at Scarborough. The material of which it is formed 
appears to be a porpliyritic greenstone, with white specks, probably of 
quartz, and bearing resemblance to some rocks occurring in North Wales. 
This stone axe measures 7| in. in length. It is perforated to receive a 
haft, and partakes of the characteristics both of hammer and axe, one end 
being obtusely pointed, the other is shaped to a sharp edge, cut very round, 
and measures 5 in. in breadth. Perforated stone axe-heads are rarely 
found in this country, ancl none appear to have been noticed of precisely 
the same type as that exhibited by Mr. Brackstone. Several examples of 
these ancient weapons are given by Sir Richard Colt Hoare, discovered in 
tumuli in Wilts. A remarkable specimen, found in South Wales, ancl now 
iii the possession of Mr. G. Grant Francis, has been figured in this Journal, 
vol. iii., p.67.2 The example, bearing most resemblance to that exhibited, 
is figured, Ulster Journal of Archasology, vol. iii. p. 234. 

2 Other examples of the perforated " Antiquities of Worcestershire," 2nd edit, 
stone axe-head are figured in Mr. Allies' pi. 4, p. 150 : two found in the north of 

VOL. XII. Ο Ο 
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278 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OF 

By Mr. HENRY LATHAM.—A flint c e l t ; a saucer, or patera, of dark 
ware, and a bottle of black ware, both apparently of Roman fabrication, 
found in digging gravel at Wiggonholt, Sussex, near the bank of the river 
Arun. 

By Mr. R . G. P. MINTY.—A bronze celt, remarkable for its preservation 
and the ornamentation, of rare occurrence on objects of this class found in 
England, although comparatively common in Ireland. It was found at 
Liss, near Petersfield, Hants. In general form and dimensions it closely 
resembles that figured in Mr. Dunoyer's memoir on Celts, in this Journal, 
vol. iv., p. 328, pi. 1, fig. 31 ; but the ornament covering part of each face 
is less elaborate in the celt from Liss, and consists of small parallel lines, 
not engraved by a cutting tool, but apparently produced by a blunt chisel 
and the aid of a hammer. The sides are grooved diagonally, and slightly 
overlap the blade. There is no trace of any stop-ridge. Length 6 in. ; 
breadth of the cutting edge, nearly 3 f in. 

Mr. Minty presented to the Institute a perfect specimen of the flanged 
tiles found at Froxfield, Hants, as described at the previous meeting (see 
p. 199, ante). They are of the kind properly used for roofing, but' were 
found placed as the floor of a small Roman building, supposed to have been 
a bath ; and they measured about 17 in. by 13J at one end, and l l f at 
the other. A small part of the flange is cut away at both ends, to facili-
tate the overlapping of the tiles, and near the upper margin of one of them 
is a perforation, for the purpose of pinning the tiles to the rafters. 

B y Mr. WESTWOOD.—Representations of a sculptured fragment, in the 
possession of Mr. Staniforth, of Sheffield, which appears to have formed the 
shaft of a cross of the X l t h or X l l t h century. It had been used as a 
" hardening trough " at a blacksmith's shop, one side having been chiselled 
out so as to convey the notion that it might have served as a stone coffin. 
This, however, Mr. Westwood is decidedly of opinion had not been the 
original intention; the part now standing above the surface of the ground 
(the lower end being deeply imbedded in the earth) measures 51 in. in 
height ; one side is 21 in. in width at the base, and 15J at top ; the other 
two sides being 11 in. wide. The widest face is sculptured with a foliated 
scroll ornament, like that on the cross at Eyam ; there is a figure of an 
archer kneeling introduced in the design. The narrower sides also have 
η · 

foliated scrolls, but one presents an example of an interlaced riband pattern 
precisely like that on the narrow side of the cross at Eyam.3 The sculp-
tured fragment at Sheffield has been noticed in Rhodes' Peak Scenery. 
Mr. Westwood brought· also, in illustration of the Irish crozier exhibited by 
Mr. Shirley, representations of the highly ornamented reliques of the same 
description, in the possession of the Duke of Devonshire, supposed to have 
been used by the first bishop of Lismore, and exhibited by his grace's kind 
permission at the meeting of the Institute in March, 1850. (Journal, 
vol. vii., p. 83.) Also, drawings of a pastoral staff belonging to Cardinal 

England are given in Bishop Lyttelton's 
Observations on stone hatchets, Arelia30-
logia, vol. ii., p. 118, pi. 8 ; and various 
types found in Scotland are figured by 
Dr. Wilson, in his "Prehistoric Annals," 
pp. 135, 137. The type found inStainton 
Dale does not appear amongst the nu-
merous Scandinavian antiquities of stone 
figured in the " Nordisk Tidskrift," pub-

lished in 1832, at Copenhagen, by the 
Society of Antiquaries of the North ; 
Bind I., plates 2—4 ; or in Worsaae's 
" Afbildinger," from the Royal Museum 
at Copenhagen, pp. 11, 12. 

B See a representation of the cross at 
Eyam in Mr. Bateman's " Antiquities of 
Derbyshire," p. 209. 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 2 7 9 

Wiseman, purchased in London ; of that of the abbots of Clonmacnoise, in 
the Museum of the Irish Academy ; of another in the same collection ; and 
of the head of an Irish crozier, now in the British Museum. Mr. West-
wood remarked, that from the manner in which one of the bosses of the 
staff belonging to Cardinal Wiseman was worn smooth, it is evident that 
these pastoral insignia in Ireland were not carried in the same manner as 
the bishop's crozier was usually borne. The Irish cambuca was held lower 
down, the upper part resting on the shoulder. 

By Mr. WAY..—-Representations of three fibulae, of Roman workmanship, 
in the possession of the Rev. R . Gordon, 
of Elsfield. One of them, found at Pains- daL·^, 
wick, Gloucestershire, is remarkable y y 
for the form and decoration in coloured / r > x ... J > < \ 
enamels, fixed by fusion in shallow 
cavities on the surface, in similar manner 
as the mediieval champleve enamels are V 
executed. (See woodcuts, orig. size.) H i ^ J f c . 
Examples of this description are com-
paratively rare in this country. A n r ^ V 
enamelled fibula, in the form of a cock, \ 
enriched with red and green colour, was ^ Ί \ 
found in a Roman villa on Lancing Down, / 
Sussex. (Figured in Gent. Mag., vol. L ^ \ 
C. ii., p. 17.) Another, in the form 
of a horse, with its rider, was found at J J 
Kirkby Thore, Westmorland, and is now 
in the Museum of Practical Geology in Jermyn-street. It is figured in the 

Bronze fitmlio, in tho possession of the Eev. E. Gordon. Original size. 

Archfeologia, vol. xxxi. , p. 284 . The two other brooches in Mr. Gordon's 
collection are of bronze, of elegant form, and in unusual preservation. They 
were found at Drunshill, near Elsfield, Oxfordshire. 
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2 8 0 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OF 

By the Rev. WALTER SNEYD.—A remarkable piece of open work, in horn, 
supposed to have been used to decorate the binding of a book. Date, 
X l l t h century. It had been obtained at Cologne, and is unique, possibly, 
as an example of highly enriched work in horn, at that early period. The 
ornament consists of foliage and flowers combined with a pattern occurring 
in borders of illuminations in M S S . of the X l t h and X l l t h centuries. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER NESBITT.·—A rubbing from an incised slab, which is 
fixed against the wall in the south transept of the Cathedral of Carcassonne, 
in the south of Prance. It is without inscription, but is believed to be a 
memorial of Simon de Montfort, the famous leader in the crusade against 
the Albigenses ; the armorial bearings on the surcoat, and the costume, 
appear fully to warrant its being ascribed to that remarkable person. He 
was killed on the 25th June, 1218, by a stone from a mangonel, while 
besieging Toulouse, and his funeral obsequies were performed with much 
pomp at Carcassonne, but his body was transported to the priory of Ilautes 
Bruyeres, near his ancestral castle of Montfort, and there interred. A 
sculptured tomb bearing his effigy was, it appears, placed over his remains 
in the burial-place of his family, where were to be seen the tombs of the 
famous Bertrade, ancl of Amaury, Simon's son and successor. These were 
destroyed, probably, in 1793, and no traces can now be found. The 
tradition regarding the slab at Carcassonne appears to be confirmed by 
the bearings upon the surcoat which will be seen to be alternately lions, 
and crosses of the form called by heralds " crosses of Toulouse." The 
order of arrangement is now somewhat irregular, in part owing to the parts 
of the slab having been defaced by the tread of feet, when (as no doubt it 
once did) it formed a part of the pavement. The lion is the coat of the De 
Montforts, usually given as " Gules, a lion rampant with a forked tai l ; 
argent, the crosses of the county of Toulouse," which had been granted to 
him by the pope, the Council of Lateran, and the King of France. 

By the Rev. E . TROLLOPE.—A rubbing from an inscription on a coffin-
slab, lately dug up in the churchyard at Doddiugton, near Faversham, 
Kent. The dimensions of the slab, which is of Kentish rag, are—length, 
6 ft. 6 in . ; width, at the head, 33 in., at the foot, 21 in. This rhyming 
quatrain forms six lines on the upper part of the slab, as follows : — 

•p ICI : GIST : AGNES : DE : s u m 4 

CESTE PERE : u o o s : IRREZ : τ 

OUZ A MESON : ME : COUENT : DE 
MORER Ε : ORE : uous : PRIE : ZY 
ATER : AMY : CHIER : LE : ΜΑΙΕ : MO 
RTE : UOILLET : PENSER : 

which may be thus rendered— 
Here lies Agnes under this stone : 
All go to the house where I am gone : 
Hither hasten, friend so dear : 
Think of the poor dead maiden here. 

There is nothing to indicate who was the damsel Agnes here interred. 
Mai in old French sometimes signifies a mother (mater, Roquefort in v.): 
here, however, the word is probably the same which is used repeatedly by 

4 Dessous. Iielliam gives " Suthdit, hereunder.'' 
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Incised Slab in t i e Cathedral of Carcassonne, in France, 
BELIEVED TO BE A MEMORIAL· OF SIMON DE MONTFOKT, SLAIN A T THE SIEGE OF TOULOUSE, 

JUNE 25, 1218. 
[Lenftth of the figure 8 fuct 4 inches. ] 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 283 

Chaucer and the older writers of English romance—" May , " A . Sax. Maeg, 
a virgin, a maiden. 

June 1, 1855. 

T h e H o n . RICHARD 0 . NEVILLE, E . S . A . , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , in t h e C h a i r . 

The Rev. JOHN ROGERS, Canon of Exeter, communicated, through Mr. 
C. Tucker, the following notice of an inscribed Roman tablet, in imperfect 
condition, found in the wall of the church at St. Hilary, Cornwal l :— 

" On GoodEriday, 1853, the church of St. Hilary was burnt down ; the 
fire having been caused by the corroded state of the pipe connected with the 
stove. In the course of the following year, on digging up the foundation, 
a slab of granite, about 7 ft. long, and 2 ft. broad, was found, with an 
inscription on the under side. It had been used as a foundation stone in 
the north wall of the chancel. The letters have been obliterated in many 
places by weathering ; it is therefore difficult, if not impossible, to restore 
the inscription with certainty. The letters which may be deciphered 
appear to be as follows : — 

I Ν . . . Ρ . . LS 
PLAY . . YS . . . 
CONSTANTINO 
PIO AVGU3 . . 

CAES . . . . 
DUCI 

. . ONSTANTI. . 
PII 

AVG 
FILIO 

The first line is almost wholly obliterated, and the letters can only be traced 
with the finger by a person accustomed to decipher decayed inscriptions ; 
indeed, many of our granite inscriptions cannot be traced by the eye alone, 
the aid of the finger being indispensable. The last letters of the fourth 
and following lines are obliterated, and the initial C, line 7, is chipped away. 
The second character in the sixth line (U? ) , is very questionable. It may 
be observed that the letter A , in every instance, has no transverse stroke. 
An account of the discovery was given in the Cornwall Gazette of Nov. 25, 
1854, with an imperfect copy of the inscription." 

Mr. R. FALKNER, of Devizes, communicated a notice of some remains, 
assigned to the Roman period, and found near the remarkable boundary, 
known as the Wansdike, in Wiltshire. About two years since, a leaden 
coffin, supposed to be Roman, had been found at Roundway, in the same 
county. (Arch. Journal, vol. x. p. 61. ) A similar deposit has recently been 
brought to light at Ileadington Wick, midway between Devizes and Calne; 
its interest is increased by the proximity of the site of the discovery to the 
Wansdike, and to the Roman station Verlucio. In construction, this leaden 
cist was like that found at Roundway, being formed of sheet lead merely 
folded up and fused together, apparently, at the upper corners, without 
solder. The covering was decayed as was also the bottom of the coffin, 
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2 8 4 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OF 

but the sides were more perfect, and the stoutest part measured about 
J5^ in. in thickness. The coffin lay N. and S. about 4 | feet under the 
surface, the head turned a few degrees towards the east, as had been 
noticed in the interment at Roundway. The lid, which was only placed 
loosely on the cist, and the margin bent down over it, had prevented any 
earth falling in ; the remains found within were portions of the cranium 
and of one of the vertebra. The form of the cist is not rectangular, as in the 
instance formerly noticed, but wider at the head, where it measures 17 inches 
in width, the angles being rounded, and it increases in breadth to 20 inches 
at the shoulders; at the feet it is only 11 inches. The depth of the cist is 
9 inches. Mr. Falkner sent also a drawing of the lower portion of a cylix 
of dark ware without glaze, ornamented with a broad band of large scales, 
and a line of impressed markings. (In form it resembled fig. 43, Catalogue 
of the Museum of Economic Geology, p. 72.) It is probably <sf the Castor 
manufacture, the body red, the surface of a dark colour. It was found in 
a field called " B o w l e r s , " at Headington Wick, at a spot where there are 
some indications of buildings having existed, possibly in Roman times. 

Mr. JAMES YATES gave the following observations on the Roman moulds 
used for making pottery with figures in relief, (commonly called " Samian " ) 
illustrated by a cast of one in plaster-of-Paris : — 

" Moulds for making pottery with figures in relief have been found near 
Wiesbaden, among other Roman remains, and are preserved in the museums 
at Wiesbaden and Bonn. There are some imperfect specimens of such 
moulds in the British Museum. There are likewise examples of these 
moulds in the Cabinet of Antiquities in the Imperial Library at Paris, and 
fragments are preserved in the Museum of fictile wares at Sevres.5 

" On the subject of the fabrication of richly ornamented bowls of earthen-
ware by Roman or Romano-3?ritish potters, I know no better account than 
the following, which occurs in Mr. Roach Smith's Catalogue of his own 
Museum, p. 24 . 

" ' Those (bowls) which are embossed have been formed in moulds, but in 
some cases the ornaments have been partly stamped subsequently. There 
is also a rare variety of this pottery of very superior execution, the orna-
ments of which have been separately moulded and then applied to the vases. 
See Archseologia, vol. xxvii.; Journal of the British ArchaBological Associa-
tion, vol. iv.; and Collectanea Antiqua, vol. i . ' 

" The moulds found near Wiesbaden appeared to me so curious and 
interesting, on account of the information which they give respecting the 
art of pottery as practised in ancient times, that I obtained a facsimile in 
plaster of that which is preserved at Bonn. It is the same which is men-
tioned at p. 137 of Professor Overbeck's Catalogue of the Museum of Anti-
quities in that city. In this mould we observe a representation of seven 
semi-circular arches supported on columns. Under each arch is the figure 
of a boy or a sheep, and the figure of a bird appears in three of the spandrils 
between the arches. The border of the vessel above the arches is formed 
by a repetition of one of the usual ornaments derived from the Greek Ionic 
architecture. On comparing the figures upon this mould, it will be per-
ceived that they were all formed by impressing upon the soft clay types of 
the boy, the sheep, the bird, and the architectural ornaments ; for they are 
manifestly repetitions of the same figures, and it is a very interesting 

6 See Brongniart, Traite des Arts Ceramiques, tome i. p. 423 ; Atlas, pi. xxx. 
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circumstance that an original type for impressing the same ornament is 
preserved in the British Museum. 

" I hope I shall not be thought to have wandered too far from the imme-
diate object of this communication, if I offer a conjecture on the source of 
the material used for making the beautiful bowls which were fashioned in 
these moulds. The substance of the so-called Samian ware is so fine and 
homogeneous, that the question has often been suggested, whence did the 
ancients obtain clay for making their pottery ? The solution of the ques-
tion may, I think, be found by referring to the method now used in this 
country to obtain clay for the fine earthenware made in Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire. It is obtained from the decomposed granite of Cornwall. 
By agitating the granite in large vessels filled with water, which overflows 
at the top, the finer particles are carried off, and at length sink to the 
bottom of the water. The deposit is then dried, packed in barrels, and 
sent to the potteries for use. Let us suppose the ancients to have used a 
similar process with common red clay, or brick-earth. Bricks, tiles, and 
pipes would be made from it without further preparation. The very same 
earth, after going through the process I have mentioned, would furnish the 
material for the finest ornamental bowls and vases." 

Mr. E. W. GODWIN communicated a detailed account of Dudley Castle, 
illustrated by plans and numerous drawings. 

The Hon. W. Fox STRANGWATS brought before the Society a communica-
tion addressed to him by M. Karl Bernhardi, of Cassel, relating to St. 
Boniface, and the other early missionaries from Britain, by whom Chris-
tianity was introduced into Germany. St. Boniface was born at Crediton, 
Devonshire, about A.D. 680, and he received a commission from Pope 
Gregory II., in 719, to preach the faith in Germany. M. Bernhardi stated 
that he is engaged in a detailed investigation, with the hope of discovering, 
more especially at Fulda, materials in illustration of the history of that 
period. It is affirmed that much valuable matter still remains unpublished. 
He has also devoted much attention to the local dialects of Germany, of 
which he has produced a general scheme, in anticipation of a more com-
plete work, in which he hopes for the concurrent aid of philologists in 
all parts of that country. He suggested the important assistance which 
might be derived from a similar work on the various provincial dialects of 
our own country. The Philological Society had formerly encouraged the 
hope that so desirable an undertaking might be carried out under their 
auspices. 

®uttquttte;S anif fflSEarSi n£ 8rt ffi^Tjibitcif. 
By Mr. BRACKSTONE.—An arrow or javelin head of flint, with barbs. An 

oblong implement of flint, highly polished, precisely similar to that exhibited 
at a previous meeting by Mr. Bernliard Smith, and figured in this Journal, 
vol. xi., p . 414. The dimensions are almost identical, and one face is in 
both instances rather less convex than the other. They may have served 
for flaying animals. The specimen in Mr. Brackstone's collection, as 
also the arrow-head, was found in July, 1848, on the farm of Mr. Pumphrey, 
at Pick Rudge, in the parish of Overton, Wilts, in grubbing up an old ash-
tree on a piece of waste laud.—An iron spear or javelin, of peculiar form, 
described as found in Blenheim Park, July, 1854. The entire length is 
18 in., of which the blade forms 5^ in., the remainder being a round stem 

VOL. XII. Ο Ο 
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or shaft, about in. in diameter, terminating in a sort of tang for insertion 
into the liaft. 

By the Rev. T. HUGO.·—A bronze statuette of young Hercules, with the 
skin of the Nemean lion thrown over his arm. Described as found at the 
junction of Cannon-street with St. Paul's Churchyard. 

By Professor ΒΠΟΚΜΑΪΓ.—Various Roman reliques, found during excava-
tions at Cirencester, comprising implements and objects of bronze, iron, 
and bone, amongst which is a singular knife of iron, with the handle formed 
of jet, and a bronze clasp knife, in form of an hare pursued by an hound. 
Also, a numerous collection of potters' marks on " Samian " ware, found 
at Corinium, and some marks on Roman tiles. The former comprised the 
following :—AVENTINI.—AESIMM—BORILLI OFF—CINIV—CVCA . . IM (query ? 
Cucali manu) CINIIVGENI — GEMINI Ε — MACR . . . —MARCH—MVXTVLLI— 
NICEPIIOR F OF MVRRA—OF NAIISI PATRICI—PECVLIAR. F PRISCVS— 
.PVTRI M.—QVINTI—SAMOCINI—TITVRONIS OF—TINPVS (or Vimpus ?) and 
several imperfect marks. On a fragment, apparently of a flue-tile, are 
the letters—TPFA, and on a flanged tile—ARVERI. 

By Mr. OCTAVIDS MORGAN, M . P . — A viatorium, or portable sun-dial, of 
the close of the sixteenth or earlier part of the seventeenth century. It is 
remarkable as comprising a sun-dial, night-dial, compass, perpetual 
calendar, a microscope or telescope, and a diminutive weathercock, serving 
to indicate what the weather should be when the wind is in a certain quarter. 
Several quarries of lead cast in moulds, and formed with ornamental pierced 
work ; they served for ventilation, being introduced in place of quarries of 
glass in a casement. They were obtained at Ely. 

By Mr. W . J. BERNHARD SMITH.·—A dagger with a flamboyant blade. 
Date about the time of James I . 

Mr. EDWARD FREEMAN communicated, through the kind permission of 
John Vizard, Esq., of Dursley, a collection of documents belonging to that 
gentleman. W e are indebted to Mr. W . S. Walford for the following-
abstracts : — 

1. Grant by William de Ferariis, Earl of Derby (undated, circa 1200). 
William de Ferariis, Earl of Derby, gave, granted, and confirmed to Henry 

Fitz-William of Spondon, for his homage and service, and to his assigns 
and their heirs, except religious houses, his mill of Spondon upon Derewent1 

with the mill upon the sluice (?)2 of Chadesden with the sites, and all their 
appurtenances and liberties, and with all their suit of grinding their corn, and 
with carriage of material to repair the mill and pool, and with the labor of 
his men of Spondon and Chadesden for making and repairing the mill and 
pool as they ought to do, and as in the time of his ancestors they were 
accustomed to do ; To hold of him and his heirs, in fee and inheritance, to 
the said Henry and his assigns and their heirs freely and quietly ; Render-
ing for the same yearly five marcs of silver, and three salmons, and three 
sticks of eels during Lent, for all service and exaction. Warranty of the 
premises, and the fishing in the said pool and mill, against all persons. 
And that he and his heirs would find timber to make the said mill and pool, 
and to repair the same, in his wood of Spondon or in his forest of Duffield. 
For which grant and confirmation the said Henry had given him 20 marcs 
of silver. Witnesses, Robert de Ferariis the Earl's brother, Herbert de 

1 Spondon and Chaddesden are parishes Derwent, near Derby, east of that town, 
situate on the north side of the river . 2 Clucam ? for clusam, i.e. exclusam. 
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Melde, William de Rede-war then steward, Jordan de Tok ' , William de 
Scant', Henry de Ferariis, and William de Codintun, Philip de Tok' , and 
many others. 

Seal of white wax much broken, pendent by a braided cord of white and 
green silk. Obv., a mounted knight : counter-seal, an antique intaglio with 
the l e g e n d — * S. W I L L E L M I COMITIS D E R B E I E . 

2. Grant by Henry III . of the custody of the Castle and County of North-
ampton and other counties (16 Hen. I I I . 1232). 

Henry, by the Grace of God, King of England, &c., granted and con-
firmed to Stephen de Sedgrave the custody of the castle of Northampton, 
and of the counties of Northampton, Bedford, Bucks, Warwick, and 
Leicester ; To hold for his life ; and that he should have all the profit of 
those counties for the custody of the said castle and counties, and to main-
tain himself in his service, so that the said Stephen should out of the said 
counties render to the King 's Exchequer the ancient rents and increase 
which were accustomed to be rendered for the same in the time of King 
Henry, his grandfather ; Retaining in the King 's hands 15 pounds yearly 
out of the manor of Thorp, extra Northampton, which the constables of the 
said castle were accustomed to receive out of the same manor since the war 
between King John and his Barons. Witnesses, Peter Bishop of Winton, 
and H. Bishop of Ely, H. de Burgh Earl of Kent, Justiciary of England 
and Ireland, R . Earl of Poitou and Cornwall the King's brother, R . Earl of 
Chester and Lincoln, R . Marshal Earl of Pembroke, Radulph Fitz Nichol, 
Godfrey de Craucumbe, Hugh Dispenser, Geoffrey his brother, Radulph 
Mar', William de Rughedone, Henry de Capella, and others. Given by the 
hand of the Venerable Father R. Bishop of Chichester, the Chancellor, at 
Woodstock, 28th day of July, in the 16th year of the reign of the King. 

Great seal appended, of which a considerable portion remains. 
3. Fragment of a grant, the upper portion being missing (10 Edw. I I . 

1317). 
John le Yonge granted and confirmed to Richard [le Yonge] and his 

heirs, [the same house and lands probably as in the next deed ; 3 ] To hold 
to the said Richard and his heirs ; Rendering yearly to the chief lords a 
red rose at the feast of the nativity of St. John the Baptist, for all secular 
services, exactions, and demands, except royal service and attendance at 
the view of frankpledge held on Ilock-day : Warranty of the premises by 
John le Yonge to the said Richard against all people. For which grant, 
confirmation, and warranty the said Richard had given a certain sum of 
silver. Witnesses, William de Kenegrave, Richard de Gardino, Laurence 
Cambrey, John de Boxstede, Nicholas Uppedoune, William le Chep-
rnan, Robert le Fayre, John Drausper, Henry atte Mulne, Nicholas son 
of Philip Rolues, freemen (liberie), John de Lynham, clerk, and many 
others. 

Dated at " Olde Sobbury " [Gloucestershire], on Monday next after the 
feast of the Apostles Philip and James, in the 10th year of the reign of 
King Edward, son of King Edward. 

The seal, which was on a label, is missing. 
4. Grant ancl release (same year). 
John le Yongc of Olde Sobbury, son of John le Yonge of the same 

[place] gave, granted, and quitted claim to Richard le Yonge, son of John 

3 The greater part are the same, and most likely all. 
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le Yonge and his brother, his right and claim in a house called " La 
Nywehous," and a piece of land for a yard (curtella) within the manor of 
Olde Sobbury : He also gave, granted, and quitted claim to the said Richard, 
his brother, his right and claim to 5 acres of land within the said manor : 
And he also gave, granted, and quitted claim the reversion of an acre of 
land called " Douneswelles aker , " and also of an acre of meadow in " Ba-
benhames mede , " which two acres Agatha la Yonge held for her life ; 
To hold the same to the said Richard le Yonge, his heirs and assigns ; 
Rendering to the chief lords thereof yearly all services as appeared in 
charters of feoffment between John le Yonge the father, and the said Richard 
le Yonge.4 Witnesses, William le Cheny, Thomas atte Leygrove, William 
de Kenegrave, Robert le Fayre, Richard de Gardino, John de Boxstede, 
Laurence le Cambrey, William le Cliepman, John Drausper, Henry atte 
Mulne, Nicholas son of Philip Rolues, Nicholas Uppedoune, John de 
Lynham, clerk, and many others. Dated at Olde Sobbury on Sunday next 
after the feast of the nativity of St. John the Baptist, in the 10th year of 
the reign of King Edward, son of King Edward. 

The seal, which was on a label, is missing. 
5. Lease ( 5 Edw. I II . 1331). 
Richard le Yonge, of Great Sobbury, granted and demised to Thomas 

ate Hulle and Matildis his wife three acres of arable land in the fields of 
Great Sobbury ; To hold to the said Thomas ate Hulle and Matildis his 
wife for the term of the life of them or the longer liver of them, of the chief 
Lords of the fee, by the services therefore due and of right accustomed : 
Warranty against all persons. "Witnesses, Jordan Bisshop, John de Berkele, 
Laurence de Cambrey, Richard de Gardino, John le Fayre, Henry ate 
Mulle, Reginald de Stanford, and others. Dated at Great Sobbury on 
Monday next after the feast of the Translation of St. Thomas the Martyr 
in the 5th year of the reign of King Edward the third. 

The seal, which was on a label, is missing. 
6. Confirmation (8 Edw. I II . 1334). 
Richard le Yonge confirmed to Thomas ate Hulle and Matildis his wife 

six acres of arable land in the fields of Old Sobbury ; To hold of him and his 
heirs or assigns, to the said Thomas and Matildis so long as they or either 
of them should live ; Rendering therefore yearly a red rose within the 
octave of St. John the Baptist for all services : Warranty against all 
persons. Dated at Great Sobbury on Friday in the feast of St. John the 
Baptist in the 8th year of the reign of King Edward the third. Witnesses, 
Laurence Cambrei, Richard atte Orchard, John le Faire, Roger Cambrey, 
Robert Large, and others. 

The seal, which was on a label, is missing. 
7. Grant (21 Rich. II. 1397). 
Agnes daughter of Stephen Anable granted and confirmed to William 

atte Brugge the elder all her lands and tenements in the town of Chepyng 
Sobbury which she had of the gift and feoffment of the said Stephen her 
father ; To hold to the said William his heirs and assigns for ever, of the 
chief Lord of the fee, by the services therefore due and of right accustomed: 
Warranty against all persons. Witnesses, John Godestone, Richard atte 
Brugge, Thomas Vayre, Thomas Ilorewode, Henry Hunte, and others. 

·' In the preceding deed Agatha is called indented and in two parts, and these 
the sister of the John Ie Yonge there are the charters here referred to. 
mentioned. Probably that deed was 
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Dated at Chepyng Sobbury on Sunday next after the feast of St. Michael 
the Archangel in the 21st year of the reign of King Richard the second. 

Circular seal broken, f inch diameter, on dark wax, suspended by a label. 
The device appears to have been an escutcheon, charged with a harry 
coat (?) 

Legend, . . . . D 0 [ C H S a i N d S € t . . . . 
8. Lease (dated Dec. 21 , 4th Henry V . , 1416) . 
Between Nicholas Peres? of Old Sobbury, of the one part, and Richard 

Adames and Edith his wife of the other part, witnesseth, that the said 
Nicholas had delivered, granted, and confirmed to the said Richard and 
Edith all his lands and tenements, except one chamber at his own pleasure 
to be selected, with free ingress and regress to (and from) the same ; To 
hold the same (except what is before excepted for the life of the said 
Nicholas), from the feast of St. Michael next after the date, for the term 
of the life of them [Richard and Edith] and the longer liver of them ; 
rendering therefore yearly to the said Nicholas for his life 33s. and 
as there specified, and acquitting the said Nicholas " p e n e s dominum Regem 
capitalem dominum et quosque al ios , " 5 of all services for the same lands and 
tenements due, and of right accustomed. Restriction on committing waste 
by felling timber. Power for the said Nicholas to distrain in case the said 
rent should be arrear for a month, and if no sufficient distress to re-enter. 
The said Richard and Edith to fiud fuel (focale), and ten ewe sheep (oves 
matrices) annually for the said Nicholas. Power for the said Nicholas to 
take the timber. Warranty by him. Witnesses, Thomas Nelat, clerk, John 
Peres, Walter Notte, and others. Dated at Sobbury on Monday in the feast 
of St. Thomas the Apostle, in the 4th year of the reign of King Henry V . 

The seal, which was on a label, is missing. 
9. Grant (15 Henry VI . , 1436.) 
Thomas Brugge, the younger, of Gloucester, and Margery his wife, 

gave, granted, and confirmed to John Hayward, of Gloucester, " Gent , " 
and John Ilareston, clerk, all their lands, and tenements, rents, services, 
and reversions in the town and borough of Chepingsobbury in the lordship 
(dominio) of Oldesobbury : To hold to the said John and John Hareston 
their heirs and assigns, of the chief lords of the fees, by the services 
therefore due and of right accustomed : Warranty against all persons. 
Witnesses, Thomas Godestone, Robert Welle, Kicliard Juelle, Walter Lye, 
Thomas Vicaries, and many others. Dated at Chepingsobbury the 7th 
day of October, in the 15th year of the reign of king Henry V I . 

There were two seals on labels : the second is missing ; the other is 
on red wax, circular, -f inch diameter ; device, a stag's head caboshed 
with a sprig on each side. 

10. Lease (8 Edward IV . , 1468). 
After reciting that John Brugge, late of Old Sobbury, by his Will , 

dated 13th January, 1466, gave to John Tylly and Joan, his wife, the 
daughter of said John Brugge, three burgages,6 with the appurtenances 
in " Sobbury mercata," which Thomas Gough then held, to hold to the said 
John and Joan their heirs and assigns, the said John Tylly and Joan his 

5 " In regard to the lord the king, the 
chief lord, and every one else ; " for so I 
read penes, though this sense of it is new 
to me. Comp. Mad. Form. Ang., p. 145. 

" Tam erga Dominum Regem quam erga 
capitales dominos." 

6 Burgage is a tenement in a borough. 
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wife, delivered, demised, and granted to Agnes, late wife of the said Joint 
Brugge, and mother of the said Joan, and to "William Bolatre, the said 
three burgages with the appurtenances ; to hold to the said Agnes and 
William for the life of the said Agnes without impeachment of waste ; 
rendering for the same yearly one red rose at the feast of the nativity of 
St. Jobn the Baptist, if demanded ; of the chief lord and by all other 
services due, and of right accustomed. Warranty against all persons. 
Witnesses, William Bolatre then chief bailiff of the borough of Sobbury, 
John Longeford sub-bailiff, William Burnelle, Robert Roome, Thomas 
Paynter, and others. Dated at Sobbury the 10th day of August in the 
8th year of the reign of king Edward I V . 

One seal on a label : device obliterated ; never more than one. 
] 1. Grant by John, duke of Norfolk (5 July, 22 Hen. VI . , 1444) . 
John, duke of Norfolk, earl marshal, and of Nottingham, marshal of 

England, lord of Mowbray, Segrave, and Gower, gave, granted, and con-
firmed to John, archbishop of Canterbury, Alianor his (the duke's) wife, 
and Humphry, earl of Stafford, his manor and lordship of Calaghedon with 
the appurtenances in the county of Warwick ; 7 to hold to them from the 
feast of the nativity of St. John the Baptist then last for the life of the 
said Alianor : Warranty against all persons. In testimony whereof, he had 
caused those letters to be made patent. Given under his seal in his castle 
of Framlingham, on the 5th day of July, in the 22nd year of the reign 
of king Henry V I . 

Attached by a label is a circular seal, 3J inches in diameter, on 
red wax much broken ; which bore a shield of the arms of Brotherton, 
ensign ed with a helmet, on which was a chapeau and the Plantagenet 
crest, between two ostrich feathers,8 and flanking the shield on the dexter 
was an escutcheon chequy for Warrenne : on the sinister had probably 
been another escutcheon with a lion rampant for Mowbray. A few letters 
of the legend, in old English minuscules, may be decyphered. This seal 
is very similar to that engraved in Watson's History of the Earls Warren, 
vol. I . , pi. iv., but it is not identical. That seal has a feather on the 
dexter side only, placed behind an escutcheon chequy. On the sinister side 
is an escutcheon with a lion rampant. Legend·—SIGIL : IOH : MOWB : 
DVCIS : NOKF : c o : MARISC : NOTTING : DNI : BE : MOWBR : SEGR : GOWER : 

By the Rev. Dr. OLIVER.—A document bearing the seal of Edward 
Courtenay, third Earl of Devon, who succeeded his grandfather Hugh in 
1377, and died in 1419. A n imperfect impression in red wax, of a 
remarkably fine seal. It bears the arms of Courtenay, the escutcheon 
placed aslant and surmounted by an helm and crest, the hush of ostrich 
feathers issuing from a coronet. On either side of the helm is a swan 
with expanded wings ; a small portion only of the legend remains. 
Diam. 2 inches. Also the seal of Sir Matthew Gornay, in imperfect condition, 
an example remarkably bold in design ; it bears an escutcheon placed 
aslant (paly of six) surmounted by a helm and crest, a blackamoor's 
head crowned. The legend broken away. The back-ground is filled up 

7 There was an embattled mansion, the 
property of the Segrave family, at 
Caludon, near Coventry.. The site may be 
traced, but no remains of the building 
exist. From thence Thomas Mowbray 
set forth with his attendants, in 1397, to 

do battle at Gosford Green with the Duke 
of'Hereford. 

8 As to these feathers, see Sandford, 
book iii. c. vii., under Tlios. Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk. 
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with foliage, as if representing a wood. A representation of this remark-
able seal may be found accompanying the pedigree of the Gornays of 
Somerset, in the " Record of the House of Gournay," by Mr. Daniel 
Gurney, p. 591. The seals above described are appended to a document 
preserved amongst Sir Walter Carew's evidences at Tiverton Castle, and 
dated July 31, 17 Rich. II . , 1393. Also an oval seal set with apparently 
an antique intaglio, the head of Mercury, seen full face and of striking 
design. It is appended to a release by Baldewin de Wayford to Reginald 
de Moyun, amongst the Carew evidences, and dated at Compton Basset, 
Jan., 29 Hen. I I I . , 1245. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER NESBITT.—A collection of casts in " f ict i le ivory , " 
made from carvings in ivory of various dates, preserved in the Cabinet des 
Antiques in the Bibliotheque Imperiale, the museums of the Hotel de 
Cluny, of Nismes, and of Amiens, and the collections of Prince Soltikoff, 
M. Carrand, and M. Sauvageot, of Paris. The most remarkable of these 
were :—From the collection of Prince Soltikoff, a diptych of Orestes, consul 
of the East, A.D. 520, very closely resembling that of Clementinus, in the 
Fejervary collection. 

From tlWBibliotheque, a diptych of Probus, Consul, A.D. 518. Coarse 
work, and in bone, but much like the above. Also a triptych of the best period 
of Byzantine art (12th century ?). In the centre, the Crucifixion with 
figures of St. Mary and St. John, and small figures of St. Helena and 
Constantine, and on the wings, half-length figures of saints. 

From the Hotel de Cluny, four tablets, each containing two subjects: 
among which are the Conversion of St. Paul, and the Martyrdoms of St. 
Lawrence and St. Denis. One side of a mirror-case with figures of lovers 
in pairs, some worshipping Cupid, who sits crowned and holding arrows in 
his hands ; another, of a less size, with nearly the same subjects somewhat 
differently treated. These mirror-cases belong to the earlier, the tablets 
apparently to the latter, part of the 14th century. 

From the collection of M. Sauvageot, one side of a very beautiful mirror-
case, representing a gentleman and lady playing at chess, and two other 
persons looking on ; it very closely resembles the mirror-case belonging to 
the Hon. Robert Curzon, engraved in this Journal, vol. viii. Date, about 
1320. 

From the collection of M. Carrand, a diptych, probably of the earlier part 
of the 5th century : on the one leaf, Adam naming the beasts ; on the other, 
subjects from the life of St. Paul. The " Flabellum de Tournus," of the 9th 
century, but parts of which have been supposed to have formed portions of 
book-covers of a much earlier date. A number of small figures in about half 
relief, of centaurs, tumblers, players on musical instruments, chiefly of 
a classical grotesque character, which form parts of a large box ; also a 
singular group of figures, some of them mounted, possibly a chess piece (12th 
century ?). Three draught pieces in walrus ivory, one, a figure with 
long hair, bound and lying on the ground, and three figures armed with 
swords and kite-shaped shields standing over him ; on another, a hunter 
mounted on a hare and blowing a horn ; and on the third, Dalilah cutting 
off Samson's hair ; all three seem to belong to the 11th or 12th centuries. 
The hilt of a dagger with figures of mounted warriors, probably German 
work of the 14th century ; the two sides of a mirror-case, each with a 
combat of knights on horseback, the one with swords, and the other with 
lances ; one side of a mirror-case with a very curious representation of 
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knights arming for a tournament ; also one side of a large mirror-case repre-
senting the attack and defence of the Castle of Love : at the top is Love 
himself, crowned and with wings, and about to discharge an arrow ; below 
him, ladies pelting the besiegers with roses, while at the bottom are knights 
encountering each other with swords, &c. All these mirror-cases are of 
the 14th century ; that with the preparation for the tournament is the latest 
in date, and evidently of German work. 

From the Museum at Nismes, a group of two persons in half relief on a 
larger scale, and of coarser execution than usually occurs in ivory ; it 
appears to have formed a part of a reredos or retable. Date, 15th century. 

From the Museum at Amiens,a tablet representing three subjects from the 
life of St. Remi, one of them being the baptism of Clovis. Probably of the 
10th century. 

By Mr. A . W . FRANKS.—An astrolabe of brass made by Humfrey Cole 
in 1574. In the matrix is engraved " A.D. (blank) Henr. Princ. Magn. 
Brittan." There are projections of the sphere for four latitudes, all in 
England. They are, 51, 3 0 — 5 2 , 30 (Ludlow) 53, 4 0 — 5 5 , 00 (Newcastle, 
or Carlisle), and one plate unengraved. The Alidad is ingeniously jointed 
so as to do away with the usual pin. The case is of green velvet ornamented 
with silver plates with inscriptions ; on the centre of the cover is an oval 
plate with the prince's feathers in a coronet formed with crosses and fleur-
de-lys alternately, and the letters Π. P. From this it appears to have 
belonged to Henry, Prince of Wales, son of James I. On the plates of the 
hinges are engraved the words, "Inter Omnes ; " and on bosses on the top of 
the case, " Scientia Virtus qve Autoritas—fselicitas Illius crescat in eter-
num." This interesting relique has been recently added to the valuable 
collection of astrolabes preserved in the British Museum. A set of Apostle 
spoons of English workmanship, made in the year 1519. They were in the 
Bernal collection, and are now the property of the Rev. Thomas Staniforth, 
of Storrs Hall, Windermere. 

Mr. Franks brought also a document from the collections in possession of 
Mr. W . Maskell, being a certificate by a captive knight, Humfrey Nanfaunt, 
that money had been paid towards his redemption, and for the purchase of 
the benefits of a Papal Indulgence. It is as follows : — 

Ilumfridus Nanfaunt miles, captivus inter Turcos inimicos Jhesu Christi, 
et inter eosdem pro fide ejusdein Christi ad financiam immensam positus, 
dilectis in Christo Johanni Batcock et Alicie uxori ejus, ac Elene Batcock, 
Salutein. Sanctissimus in Christo pater et dominus noster, dominus Sixtus 
Papa modernus, per suas litteras apostolicas quedam specialia pro relevacione 
mea meorumque obsidum diris vinculis incarceratorum ereptione gloriose 
indulsit, continencie sequentis. Omnibus illis, sibi ut prefertur caritatis 
intuitu subvenientibus cum aliqua quantitate bonorum suorum quorum-
cunque, vere penitentibus et confessis, omnium peccatorum suorum plenariam 
remissionem auctoritate sedis apostolice et presentium litterarum tenore 
concedimus, voto Ierosolomitano et debitis de jure secundum eorum posse per-
solvendis duntaxat exceptis. Eciam volumus et constituimus quod predicti 
penitentes, quociens opus fuerit, licencia suorum curatorum obtenta et benigne 
concessa, eligent sibi ydoneos confessores seculares vel regulares, qui, auditis 
eorum confessionibus, eos ab omnibus eorum peccatorum, exceptis pre-
exceptis, plenarie absolvere valeant. E g o que Humfridus Nanfaunt miles, 
vestre devocionis considerans effectum, fateor me vestram recipisse elimo-
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sinam, et hoe vestro confessore per vos auetoritate apostolica electo per 
presens soriptum certifico. Data anno domini millesima cccc™0, lxxm o - octavo. 

A seal on paper over red wax, the paper passing round to, and covering 
also the back of, the wax, where it remains almost square in form, is 
attached to a slip cut half-way along the bottom of the parchment. It 
bears an escutcheon, on which is a chevron ensigned with a cross (?) between 
three human heads (? heads of children, enfans) looking sinister in hoods of 
mail, or helmets.1 Of the legend the name NANFAN only remains. 

By Mr. ALBERT WAY.—Impressions from a " palimpsest " brass escut-
cheon, found, in a very decayed condition, amongst rubbish in the church-
yard at Betchworth, Surrey. It may have been part of a sepulchral 
memorial in that church, but 110 slab can at present be found to which it 
may have been attached. The two faces of this plate are here represented. 
The more ancient, possibly engraved about the commencement of the X V t h 
century, presents a "merchant 's mark , " composed of the letter IT., termi-
nating at top in two streamers, which cross so as to resemble a W . (Com-
pare marks in Norfolk Archaeology, vol. iii. pi. vii. fig. 26, pi. ix, fig. 21 , 
pi, x. figs. 2, 28. ) The up-stroke is traversed by a bar terminating in a 
cross at one end, and at the other in a symbol of frequent occurrence in 
these marks, which bears resemblance to the Arabic numeral 2. Mr. 
Bwing has given several examples in his collection of Norwich Merchants' 
Marks, in the Transactions of the Norfolk Arcliajological Society, already 

cited. In default of precise information regarding the origin and import of 
these devices, the suggestion may not be undeserving of notice that 
numerals appear occasionally to be combined with the initials and capricious 
symbols of which they are composed. In many marks there occurs a 

1 Nanfan, of Trethewell, Cornwall, ex- arg. Another hearing was, a chevron 
tinct in the reign of Henry VII. , bore, between three gem-rings. 
Sa. a chevron, erm. between three wings, 

VOL. XII. QQ 
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symbol closely resembling the numeral 4. The cross-bar of a mark on a 
gold ring communicated to the Institute by Mr. Sully, of Nottingham, 

bears at one end a 2, and at the other the Arabic siplios or 
Ο traversed by the customary line across, in imitation, pro-
bably, of the Greek Theta, for which the character seems 
to have been intended.2 Other examples occur amongst the 
numerous Merchants' Marks obtained by Mr. Ready from 
seals in the Collegiate Treasuries at Cambridge-^ A remark-
able similarity appears between the capricious charges in 

Polish heraldry and the singular symbols known as Merchants' Marks. 
Menestrier has figured many such Polish coats in his Art du Blason, 
(Pratique des Armoiries, p. 335.) The obverse of the escutcheon found 
at Betchworth presents the bearing of the Fitz-Adrians, who held the 
manor of Brockham in the parish of Betchworth, under the Warrens. In 
the visitation of Surrey by Clarencieulx, t. Henry V I I I . (Ilarl. MS. 1561, 
p. 3), the arms of Adryan, Lord of Brockham, are given thus—Arg . two 
bars nebuly sa., a chief chequy or and ar. The chief was doubtless derived 
from the Warrens, whose feudal tenants, the Fitz-Adrians, or Adryans, 
appear to have been. The fashion of the escutcheon here represented, 
however, is of much later date than the time when the male line of the 
Adrians failed, according to the statement in Manning and Bray's History 
of Surrey, vol. ii. pp. 209, 211, namely, between 1356 and 1378, when 
Thomas Frowick, who married the heiress, succeeded them. The south 
side of the chancel at Betchworth has belonged from time immemorial to 
the manor of Brockham, and the plate may have been one of several coats 
affixed to some memorial of the Prowicks, there interred. 

By Mr. W . W . E. WYNNE, M.P.—Several valuable MSS. , formerly in 
the possession of Sir Kenelm Digby. They consist of a finely illuminated 
volume, bound in red velvet, with brass bosses : on the cover is this title, 
enclosed under a piece of horn : — " Catons versis in Inglische and the 
stories of Alexander and of ye iij. kinges of Colon in latinge writyn on 
perchmint and illumnede." The " Liber Catonis" has five vignette illumi-
nations: the " Historia Alexandri " has a page illumination of two com-
partments, and twenty-four vignettes. On a fly-leaf at the beginning 
of the book is written,— 

None are happy till ye End ; 
Precede therefore as you begin. 
Accept this Book of thy trew frende, 
So to thy father I have bin.—Jhon Cutts. 

On the first page is writtten,—" Chi Semma virtu Reacoglie fama—q'd 
Thomas Gaudy." 

A folio MS. , X V t h century, on vellum, bound in red velvet. It contains 
the History of the Passion of our Lord, translated from Latin into French 
by Jehan Jarssor, Doct. in Theol. It has thirty-four full pages of illumina-
tions. On the title appears a king receiving a book. The arms of England 
occur in the border, and in other borders or initial letters are introduced the 
red dragon ; the white rose en soleil; red and white rose en soleil; demi-
rose with rays issuing below it ; red rose, and the portcullis. Also, the 
following coats of arms : — B e a u f o r t ; — A z . a double-headed eagle displayed 

- See Mr. Wright's Memoirs on the 3 Impressions may be procured from 
Abacus and Arabic Numerals, Journal Mr. R. Ready,2, St. Botolph's Lane, Cam-
Arch. Ass., vol. ii., pp. 64, 156. bridge. 
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or, over all a bendlet sa;—Az. on a fesse gu. between three foxes or wolves 
arg. as many roses arg. seeded or. And the mottoes—" entre tenir dieu 
le veuille ; " " entre tenir, entre tenir." Branches of red rose often occur 
in the borders. On a fly-leaf at the beginning· is wr i t ten ,—" Jamys 
beamonntt." The following occur also on the fly-leaves : 

" Thys ys master Jhon farmer buke and all hys frendes." 
" Thys is Syr John ffermers boke of Esteneston, of the Gyfte of Thomas 

lord W a u x . " 
At the end of the b o o k — " goode madame when yt you thys do fynde 

Forgett not me tho I come behynde.·—Your louying nephew Thomas 
harowdon." 

" Yo r humble sone Henry Guldeford." 
" Yor humble cousin Will 'ym Penizon." (?) 
" M y lord I pray you of cherete remember me youer pouer wyf f— 

Elizabeth " 
" George throckmorton." 
" Mychaell poiltene."4 

" By my Anne fiermor,—by me Katheryne fermor.—by me Mary ffarmar. 
—Katheryne fermor." 

" James Stewarde the iij. sonne of Duke Mordor rebellyng against Kynge 
James in Scotland was chased into Ireland." 

Also, a monogram composed of the letters WAVS.—" Lord Y a u s — E n se 
me confier-—Yaus." 

Thomas, second baron Vaux of Harrowden, succeeded in 1523, and this 
beautiful volume appears to have been presented by him to Sir John Fermor, 
of Eston, Northamptonshire, who married Maud, one of his sisters. 

Mr. Wynne produced also Sir Kenelm Digby's Journal, during the period 
when he was admiral of the fleet in the Mediterranean in 1 6 2 9 ; and a 
MS. account of the descents of the Digbys, the Percys and the Stanleys. 
This had sometimes been regarded as written by Ben Jonson. These 
valuable M S S . appear to have passed into Mr. Wynne 's possession through 
the marriage of his great grandfather, Richard Williams, brother of Sir 
W. Williams Wynn, the third Bart., with the daughter and heiress of 
Richard Mostyn, of Penbedw, Denbighshire, who married the grand-daughter 
and coheiress of Sir Kenelm Digby. 

By Mr. ROLLS.—A fine illuminated Service Book, an example of French 
art, X l V t h century. It has the original stamped leather binding in perfect 
preservation, with an enamelled escutcheon on the clasp, doubtless the arms 
of the original possessor (three pair of shears and a label). The name of 
the binder is impressed upon the cover—"l iumus (?) stundert me ligavit." 
This remarkable volume had been purchased some years since at Brussels. 
Mr. Rolls exhibited also several Italian medals, and a large medal of 
Louis X I I . , king of France, and his queen, Anne of Britanny. 

By Mr. JOHNSON.—Two rapiers, of beautiful workmanship, also a dagger 
with a shell-shaped guard, found at Taormina in Sicily, in the Theatre. 
A spanner for a wheel-lock gun, and a steel mount or frame-work for a 
pouch ; both are elaborately chased, and choice examples of metal work, 
XVIth century. A morion of the same period, from Venice. A steel etui 
and a sheath for scissors, delicately engraved, similar in fashion to that 
figured in this· Journal, vol ii., p. 392, and of the same date. 

4 Pulteney, Margaret, sister of Thomas Lord Vaux, named Francis Pulteney. 
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By Mr. OCTAVIUS MORGAN, M . P . — A portrait of Seifried Pfinzing von 
Henfenfeld, delicately modelled in wax. Date, 1596. The Pfinzing family 
were citizens of Nuremberg.—A steel candlestick for burning rush-candles, 
from the Bernal Collection.—A sea nymph holding a shell, an example of 
the bright blue-glazed ware, supposed to have been manufactured at Nevers. 
— A singular object of Italian earthenware, possibly intended to serve as 
an inkstand. It bears an escutcheon of the arms of Lorraine and Medici. 

By Mr. HAWKINS.—A steel key, of elaborate work, which appears, by 
the arms introduced amongst the chased ornaments, to have belonged to 
Charles Honore dAlbret , Due de Luynes. He succeeded in 1688. 

Several photographs were presented to the Institute by Captain Oakes, 
representing subjects of Archaeological interest ;—two views of the recent 
discoveries at Chertsey Abbey, the interments in stone coffins, pavement 
tiles, and other remains there brought to l ight ;—views of Ely Cathedral, 
Whitby Abbey, the Priory gate at Kenilworth, and of Kenilworth Castle. 

Medieval Seals and Impressions from Seals,.—By the Rev. J. CLUTTER-
BUCK.—Impression from a small round seal lately found near Long· Witten-
ham, Berks. The device is that found on love-seals of the same age ( X l V t h 
century), namely two heads respectant, a branch between them. The 
legend usually reads * LOVE ME ANB I THEE. In this instance the device 
is precisely the same as on one of these amatory seals, found at Leives, 
of which an impression was received from Mr. Eigg. It here, however, 
represents the Annunciation, the legend being· AVE MARIA. A matrix 
similar in all respects is in the Collection of the Hon. R . Neville. 

B y Mr. POLLARD.—A small silver seal found in 1808 in the grounds of 
the Observatory at Oxford. The device is a squirrel,5 with the inscription, 
ι CRAKE NOTIS. Date, X l V t h century. A matrix bearing· this device 
and inscription, found at Romsey, is figured Gent. Mag. vol. 95, ii. p. 498. 
A n impression from a similar seal is represented in Cartwa-ight's Hundred 
of Bramber, p. 71 ; it is appended to a document dated 1455. Impression 
from a brass matrix of a seal of the Cistercian Abbey of Hayles, Gloucester-
shire, found in 1821, in a field called Low Garth, near Langrick, on the 
Ouse, at a short distanee from Drax Abbey, in the neighbourhood of Selby, 
Yorkshire.0 It represents a monk holding in his right hand an ampulla 
surmounted by a cross, and in the other hand a torch (?) This figure is 
described in the last edition of Dug-dale's Monasticon (vol. v., p. 687) as 
holding a globe surmounted by a cross, and a sceptre ; it is supposed to 
represent Richard, Earl of Cornwall, king of the Romans, the founder of 
Hayles Abbey. It appears, however, more probable that the globe is a 
vessel containing the relique of the holy blood of Hayles, given to the 
monastery by the founder in 1295, and described as " crucem auream cum 
pede de aumail." The inscription is as follows :—JotgtUu fuitcnilt' 
monasstetit ieate maiie ie tiajjlcs. This matrix was in the possession 
of the late Mr. Gleadow, of Hull. Date X V t h century. It has sometimes 
been regarded as the seal of Hales Owen Abbey, Shropshire, and is figured 
as such in Mr. Farmer Dukes' edition of Lloyd's Antiquities of Shropshire, 
p. 250. A representation of this seal is also given in Mr. Blaauw's History of 
the " Barons' War , ' ' p. 313, where some notice of the relique maybe found. 

5 The squirrel was a favourite device on sits on a bough, the inscription being— 
seals of the X l V t h and the X V t h centuries. HERE I TAKE MI METE. 
On a matrix found at Dunwi'.-h the squirrel 6 See a notice of the discovery of this 

seal, Gent. Mag. vol. 92. i. p. 5+5. 
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